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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
DysTEFL2 Project 

 

The overall aim of the DysTEFL2 project is to improve the scheme of initial training and continuing 

professional development of teachers of English as a foreign language so that teachers can gain the 

necessary expertise, strategies, competences and skills to adapt their teaching to special educational 

needs of students with dyslexia. This, in turn may enhance the quality of classroom teaching and 

learning processes in general because teachers are the most important determinants of how learners 

will perform and what teachers know, do, and care about constitute the key to improving the 

performance of learners. 

To achieve this, DysTEFL2 partnership intends to popularize the innovative and practical DysTEFL2 

teacher development course. An important innovative feature of the course is that it employs task 

based approach to enhance learning and self-reflection. New ideas and relevant background 

information are presented using all the innovative means made available by modern technology (e.g. 

You-tube videos, webpages, weblinks, podcasts and screencasts). The DysTEFL2 course has been 

updated and the existing DysTEFL2 course materials have been complemented. A battery of quizzes, 

tests and exams (with regards to each course unit and each mode of the course - face-to-face, on-line 

self-study and distance learning), which constitutes an integral part of the procedures for confirming 

learning outcomes and certifying qualifications, has been developed (WP4). 

 

Work Package 6 – Conducting Learning Activities  

 

To achieve the intended objectives, the updated DysTEFL2 course was offered to EFL teachers during 

different types of training events and in different modes and intensity. Participants of all types of 

training events were asked to give feedback on the learning event, learning outcomes, testing and 

validating procedures and certification.  

Training events organized by the partnership in the DysTEFL2 project included Short Term Joint Staff  

training events in all partner countries, a distance learning course – MOOC (Massive Open Online 

Course) and a freely available self-study course available from the DysTEFL2 website. 
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1. Introduction  
 

1.1 . Background 
 

Being able to use English as a foreign language is considered one of the key competences for 

contemporary learners to acquire and the lack of which may deprive individuals of equal 

opportunities in education. Learning English as a foreign language is more demanding and more 

challenging for learners with dyslexia than for other learners. Yet, learners with dyslexia do not 

usually receive the specialized help and tutoring in foreign language learning they require. It may 

result from the fact that their language teachers may not be sufficiently aware of the nature of the 

problems their learners with dyslexia experience and may not be equipped with competences which 

allow them to successfully teach foreign languages to these students. This, in turn, may be the result 

of the lack of teacher training courses which would prepare teachers for the inclusion of learners 

with dyslexia in the foreign language classrooms. European EFL teacher training institutions provide 

no or very little training on teaching learners with special educational needs. 

 

The aim of DysTEFL2 project is to supplement the face-to-face, Moodle and on-line self-study 

versions of the DysTEFL course with additional materials and extra resources as well as to design a 

set of single unit quizzes and a whole course test. Another major objective is to organize a number of 

training events based on the updated DysTEFL2 materials for EFL teachers, including four 5-day-long 

face-to-face courses conducted in the partner countries, a self-study on-line course as well as an 

online course on an e-learning platform (MOOC). 

 
 

1.2  Objectives 
 
DysTEFL2 partnership offered the updated DysTEFL2 training course during the training events (here 

referred to as Short Term Joint Staff training events ) that were organized in all partner countries: 

- 4 intensive face-to face training events organized in Greece, Slovenia and Poland for 60 EFL teachers 

and teacher trainers 

- a freely – available distance learning course – MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) – organized by 

the University of Lancaster and FutureLearn platform in association with the DysTEFL2 project for an 

unlimited number of participants  

- a freely-available self-study course accessible from the DysTEFL2 website for an unlimited number 

of participants  
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In order to evaluate the training events and the updated materials offered by DysTEFL2 project, 

participants of the Short Term Joint Staff Training events and their trainers were asked to complete 

feedback questionnaires on the organisation of the event, quality of the teaching, communication 

with the organizers and assignments.  

 

The objectives of Work Package 6 were: 

- to find out if the learning event met the expectations of the participants and their trainers  

- to learn about the participants’ opinion concerning the testing and validating procedures used 

- to find out the opinion of the participants and their trainers about:  

                - the content of the course 

                - the balance between theoretical and practical components of the course 

                - unit quizzes and the whole course test 

- to collect ideas and suggestions on how to improve the teacher training event  

 

 

1.3 Procedure 
 
Four intensive training events – Short Term Joint Staff training events – were organized by the 

DysTEFL2 partners in all the project partner countries. Through the training events, the updated 

DysTEFL2 course was provided to EFL teachers and teacher trainers who expressed keen interest in 

participating in these events.   

These intensive staff training programmes lasted five days each and covered all 10 units of the 

course. This meant two or three 120-minute workshop sessions per day and additional sessions 

planned for assessment and feedback.   

Self-study online materials were accessible on the project website (http://dystefl2.uni.lodz.pl/).  

The MOOC course on Dyslexia and Foreign Language Teaching 

(https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/dyslexia), based on the DysTEFL materials, was organized in 

two editions (in 2015 and 2016) by the University of Lancaster and FutureLearn platform in 

association with the DysTEFL2 project. There were over 18000 registered participants in both 

editions of the MOOC course. Feedback responses were collected by the MOOC course organizers 

and a sample of comments from the MOOC participants is provided in the conclusion section of this 

report.  
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      1.4 Method and process  
 

Feedback questionnaires were prepared in their draft versions and commented on by all partners. 

Corrections, feedback, additions and elaborations from partners were shared while the final versions 

of these documents were prepared by P2 TAK. Separate feedback questionnaires were prepared for 

participants and trainers for different types of events.  

Feedback questionnaires were available to training events‘ participants in paper or electronic form 

(through Survey Monkey link), depending on the mode of course delivery. Feedback questionnaires 

for the online self-study course in two forms: single unit questionnaire and whole course 

questionnaire are accessible from the project website 

The results and findings were collated by project partner 2, TAK, Opole, Poland.  

 

1.4.1. Evaluation instruments 
 
The following evaluation instruments were prepared in WP6: 
 
 WP 6  Guidelines and methodology 

 Short Term Joint Staff Training Event feedback questionnaires: 

o for the trainee: face to face mode (see Appendix 1) 

o for the trainee: self – study, single unit feedback questionnaire: freely accessible online (see 

Appendix 3) 

o for the trainee: self study, online whole course feedback questionnaire: freely accessible 

online (see Appendix 4) 

o for the trainer: face to face mode (see Appendix 2) 

 

Course feedback questionnaire consisted of open- and closed- ended responses. The first set of items 

focused on collecting information about demographic characteristics of the respondents that is the 

type of school they taught at, the length of their teaching experience, their reason for participating in 

the course and how participants found out about the course.   

 

In the second part of the questionnaire, the participants were asked to express their opinion about 

the organisation of the learning event that is preliminary information about the event they received 

from the organizers, accommodation and the course venue. There were also questions about 
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participants’ opinion about the pre-course assignments, the structure of the course, its overall 

agenda and the effectiveness of teaching.  Participants could also share their opinion in the form of 

additional comments. 

 

The third set of items in the questionnaire asked course participants to express their opinion about 

the content and structure of the course, the quality of the teaching as well as the effectiveness of 

unit quizzes and the whole course test. There were between 10-11 questions (depending on the 

unit/course mode of delivery), all of them offering scaled responses.   

 

The last set of items in the questionnaire included questions about the participants’ choice of the 

most and least useful course sessions and asked them to give their suggestions for the improvement 

of the learning event. The participants were asked to complete open-ended responses and give 

additional comments and suggestions. 

 

For the face- to- face mode, each partner was asked to use the questionnaire, either online using the 

Survey Monkey application or its identical printed version which the project partners then had to 

enter in the online questionnaire themselves. For the self-study online mode, participants could 

complete the feedback questionnaires using the Survey Monkey application, accessible directly from 

the project website. 

 

Course feedback questionnaires were filled right after the Short Term Joint Staff Training event. 

The results were collated and analyzed by the team from TAK, Opole, Poland.  

 

1.4.2. Research Sample 
 
 

A minimum of 15 participants were to take part in the Short Term Joint Staff training events: 5 from 

each partner country: in-service teachers of English as a foreign language, teacher trainers or school 

advisors; so 60 feedback responses should be collected. As there were 9 additional participants in 

two of the Short Term Joint Staff Training Events (Ljubljana and Łódź), 69 responses were collected 

and were finally ready for analysis. 

 

2. Research findings – face to face Joint Staff Teacher training event  
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2.1 Trainees’ questionnaires 
 

2.1.1. Trainees’  background 
 
The first set of items in the questionnaire focused on collecting information about demographic 

characteristics of the trainees. The additional information focused on the reasons for taking part in 

the DysTEFL2 learning event as well as sources of information about the course. 

The following data sums up the results from face- to- face feedback responses. 

 

Table 1. The countries trainees came from and the number of responses from a given country 

I teach in …. 

Country  Response count 

Greece  15 

Poland  34 

Slovenia 20 

 

Table 1 shows the number of trainees who indicated the country they lived in.  As there are two 

project partners in Poland (P1 and P2), the number of participants was higher from Poland than 

other partner countries.    

Figure 1. Types of schools trainees teach at. 

I teach at…. 
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Figure 1 shows that most trainees taught at primary school (55.07 %) and lower – secondary schools 

(24.64%) but there were also trainees who taught at colleges or universities (21.74%) and upper-

secondary schools (17.39 %). Some trainees (15.94%) taught at language schools.  

Figure 2. Number of years in teaching 

I’ve been teaching for....  

 

Figure 2 shows the length of the trainees’ teaching practice. 71.01 % of the trainees have been 

teaching for more than 10 years and 13.04 % of the trainees have been teaching for 6-10 years. 

There were also trainees who had less than 2 years of teaching experience (4.35%). 
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Table 2. The reason for joining DysTEFL2 training event. 

DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event Trainee's Feedback Form 

I decided to take part in the DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event because... 

Answer Options 
Response 

Count 

  69 

answered question 69 

skipped question 0 

Open response Response 

count 

I wanted to develop my knowledge about dyslexia; I wanted to gain 

more knowledge about SpLDs 

26 

I wanted to learn how to work with students with difficulties; I would like 

to teach properly this special group of students. 

9 

I felt I lacked the knowledge and skills to teach students with SpLDs; I 

didn't have enough knowledge how to teach students with dyslexia 

6 

I am interested in this particular topic 6 

I wanted to improve my knowledge and skills  6 

OTHER: 

I had dyslectic students in my class and very often I was unsure about my 

teaching methods and preparing teachings materials.  

it is really important for every teacher to get trained on Dyslexia 

I will need this in my teacher training courses 

I want to help my dyslexic students achieve their potential  

I WANTED TO IMPROVE MY UNDERSTANDING OF THE TOPIC AND LEARN 

ABOUT WAYS TO IMPLEMENT APPROPRIATE PRACTICE IN AN EFL 

CLASSROOM. 

 

 

Table 2 illustrates the number of trainees who provided their reason for taking part in the DysTEFL2 

training events. Most of the trainees indicated, in the open response, that they wanted to develop 

their knowledge about dyslexia and to learn how to work with learners with dyslexia. Some of the 

trainees admitted they had not been trained or taught about dyslexia during their studies and that 

they ‘lacked’ the knowledge. There were also trainees who admitted they worked with learners with 
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dyslexia in their classroom and added that they did not feel competent enough to use the right 

techniques or strategies when working with such learners. 

Table 3. Sources of information about the DysTEFL2 learning event. 

DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event Trainee's Feedback Form 

I learnt about the DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event from .....  

Answer Options 
Response 

Count 

  69 

answered question 69 

skipped question 0 

Open response Response 

count 

University; The Faculty of Education; university staff; Regional Teacher 

Training Centre 

26 

My colleague; my supervisor; a friend; a person who knew about the 

project; my headmistress 

20 

OTHER : - names of people who informed participants mentioned in the 

responses and were involved in the project    

- an announcement 

- the internet  

 

20 

 

Table 3 shows the number of trainees who indicated how they learned about the DysTEFL2 Short 

Term Joint Staff Training event. Most of the trainees were informed by trainers at the university or 

Teacher Training Centre. Some were informed about the event by their colleague, a supervisor or a 

person who knew about the project, still others learnt about it from the internet. In some responses 

the names of trainers or people involved in DysTEFL2 project were mentioned.  

Figure 3. Number of participants in each DysTEFL2  training event. 
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Figure 3 shows the number of participants per training event: 20 participants took part in the event 

in Łódź, Poland; 19 were present at the training event in Ljubljana, Slovenia and 15 at the event in 

Thessaloniki, Greece and in Opole, Poland.  

2.1.2. Trainees’ opinion about the organization of the training 

event 

In the second set of items in the questionnaire participants were asked to give their opinion on a 1- 5 

point Likert  scale ( between Not good at all and Excellent) about the organisation of the learning 

event that is preliminary information about the event, the overall agenda, accommodation and the 

course venue. There were also questions targeting participants’ opinion about the pre-course 

assignments, the structure of the course and the effectiveness of teaching.  Participants were also 

asked to share their opinion in the form of additional comments.  

Table 4. Trainees’ opinion about the organization of the learning event. 

DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event Trainee's Feedback Form 

Please assess this DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event on a scale below. 

Answer Options 
Rating 

Average 
Response 

Count 

Preliminary information about the event 4,07 69 

Communication with the organizers 4,62 69 

The overall agenda of the course 4,01 69 
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Training materials  4,17 69 

Pre-course assignments  3,51 69 

Sessions organized after the training workshops  4,01 69 

The effectiveness of the training 4,26 69 

Course venue 4,25 69 

Facilities 4,42 69 

Accommodation at the time of the event 4,52 69 

Additional comments  22 

 

As presented in Table 4, participants were highly satisfied with the organization of the events: 

communication with the organizers, accommodation at the time of the event, course venue and 

facilities.  The average rating for all statements in this part of the questionnaire was between the 

average of 3.51 (Pre-course assignments) at the lowest average to 4.62 (Communication with the 

organizers) at the highest average rating. The data indicates that trainees agreed with the statements 

related to the organization of the event.  

 

2.1.3. Trainees’ opinion about the course content, tasks, timing 

and quizzes 

The third set of items in the questionnaire asked course participants to express their opinion ( 1 to 5 

point Likert scale) about the content and structure of the course, the quality of the teaching, the 

balance between practical and theoretical components and whether enough time was planned for 

workshop sessions and for completing afternoon assignments. Additionally, the questionnaire items 

focused on the effectiveness of unit quizzes and the whole course test.  

 

Table 5. Trainees’ opinion about the course content, tasks, timing and quizzes. 

DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event Trainee's Feedback Form 

On a scale of 1 to 5, please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the 
following statements which refer to the DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event you have 
just attended: 

Answer Options 
Rating 

Average 
Response 

Count 

The content of the course met my expectations. 4,26 69 

The content of the course was relevant to my 
teaching context. 

4,33 69 

There was a good balance between practical and 
theoretical components. 

3,71 69 

Enough time was planned for workshop sessions.  3,84 69 

Enough time was planned for completing afternoon 3,36 69 
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assignments. 

The tasks completed in class encouraged me to 
reflect on dyslexia and language learning.  

4,59 69 

The trainer was knowledgeable.  4,65 69 

The unit quizzes were challenging.  4,29 69 

The unit quizzes allowed me to demonstrate what I 
learned in the sessions. 

3,13 69 

The whole course test allowed me to find out how 
much I learned in this course. 

3,43 69 

I learnt things that were new to me.  4,46 69 

Additional comments 16 

answered question 69 

skipped question 0 

 

As presented in Table 5, participants were satisfied with the content of the course, they admitted 

that enough time was planned for workshop and afternoon sessions and that the quizzes and the 

whole course test were challenging. The average rating for all statements in this part of the 

questionnaire was between the average of 3.13 (The unit quizzes allowed me to demonstrate what I 

learned in the sessions) at the lowest average to 4.65 (The trainer was knowledgeable) at the highest 

average rating. The data indicates that trainees agreed with the statements. 

 

2.2. Research findings – trainers’ feedback responses 

2.2.1. Trainers’  background 

The following data sums up the results of trainer feedback responses: 

Table 6. Countries the trainers came from. 

DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event Trainer's Feedback 
Form 

I am a teacher trainer in ________ (please, give the name of the 
country) 

Answer Options 
Response 

Count 

  16 

answered question 16 

skipped question 0 

Country Response 

count 

Poland 

 

6 

Greece 4 
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Slovenia 

 

2 

United Kindgom  

 

2 

Cyprus 

 

1 

Germany 

 

1 

 

Table 6 shows that trainers who completed feedback forms came from all partner countries: Poland, 

Greece, Slovenia but also from United Kindgom, Cyprus and Germany.  

Table 7. Places where the trainers taught at.  

DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event Trainer's Feedback Form 

I taught at the DysTEFL2  Joint Staff Training Event in.... 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Thessaloniki, Greece 4th - 8th April 2016 25,0% 4 

Ljubljana, Slovenia 2nd - 6th May 2016 18,8% 3 

Opole, Poland 8th - 12th May 2016 31,3% 5 

Lodz, Poland 26th - 30th June 2016 25,0% 4 

answered question 16 

skipped question 0 

 

Table 7 shows the number of trainers who taught at DysTEFL2 Short Term Joint Staff training events.  

 

2.2.2. Trainers’ opinion about the organization of the training 

event 

The second set of questions focused on collecting information about the trainers’ opinion ( 1- 5 point 

Likert scale)  regarding the organization of the training event.  

Table 8. Trainers’ opinion about the organization of the training event. 

DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event Trainer's Feedback Form 

Please assess this DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event on a scale below. 
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Answer Options 
Rating 

Average 
Response 

Count 

Preparation of the pre-course information by the 
organizers 

4,50 16 

Cooperation with the organizers 4,75 16 

The instructions and guidelines for the trainers 4,69 16 

Training materials  4,81 16 

Course venue 4,50 16 

Facilities  4,38 16 

Equipment  4,63 16 

Accommodation at the time of the event 4,69 16 

Additional comments 1 

answered question 16 

skipped question 0 

 

As shown in Table 8 trainers who taught at the DysTEFL2 training events were highly satisfied with 

the organization of the training events that is cooperation with the organizers, the instructions and 

guidelines that they received, training materials and the accomodation at the time of the event. The 

average rating for all statements in this part of the questionnaire was between the average of 4.38 

(Facilities) at the lowest average to 4.81 (Training materials) at the highest average rating. The data 

indicates that trainees strongly agreed with the statements. 

 

           2.2.3. Trainers’ opinion about the content, timing, tasks and quizzes 

 

In the second part of the questionnaire,  the trainers were asked to rate on a  1- 5 point Likert scale 

and give their opinion about the DysTEFL2 course materials they worked with that is notes for the 

trainer, the content, timing, the proper balance between practical and theoretical components. 

 

Table 9. Trainers’ opinion about DysTEFL2 learning event. 

DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event Trainer's Feedback Form 

On a scale of 1 to 5, please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the 
following statements which refer to the DysTEFL2 Joint Staff Training Event you have 
just taught at: 

Answer Options 
Rating 

Average 
Response 

Count 

The content of the course was relevant to the 
participants’ teaching context. 

4,75 16 

There was a good balance between practical and 
theoretical components. 

4,75 16 

Enough time was planned for workshop sessions. 4,13 16 

Participants had enough time for completing 
afternoon assignments. 

4,13 16 

The tasks completed in class encouraged the 4,75 16 
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participants to reflect on dyslexia and language 
learning. 

The notes for the trainer were useful and clear. 4,81 16 

The unit quizzes were challenging for the 
participants. 

4,44 16 

The whole course test allowed the participants to 
show what they learnt during the course. 

4,44 16 

The time allocated for the training event was 
sufficient. 

4,00 16 

The meeting room and facilities were satisfactory. 4,56 16 

Additional comments 2 

answered question 16 

skipped question 0 

 

As presented in Table 9 trainers who taught at the DysTEFL2 training events were highly satisfied 

with the DysTEFL2 course materials they worked with, that is, notes for the trainer, the content, the 

proper balance between practical and theoretical components. The average rating for all statements 

in this part of the questionnaire was between the average of 4.00 (Time allocated for the training 

event was sufficient) at the lowest average to 4.81 (The notes for the trainers were useful and clear) 

at the highest average rating. The data indicates that trainees strongly agreed with the statements 

related to the content of the training event.  

3. Conclusions  
 

3.1. Conclusions from participants of face to face Short Term Joint Staff 
Training events.  
 
 
The main objective of the WP6 Conducting Learning Activities was to find out if the learning activities 

met the expectations of the participants and their trainers and to learn about their suggestions on 

how to improve the teacher training event.  

Conlusions are based on qualitative and quantitative data coming from feedback responses. The data 

for analysis were collected from 69 feedback responses from all three partner countries.  

 

Most of the trainees admitted that they wanted to learn more about dyslexia and how to teach 

learners with SlpDs and that they were interested in the topic of the training. Some trainees 

admitted that they didn’t have enough knowledge about teaching English as a foreign language to 

learners with dyslexia and that they wanted to learn how to accommodate students with dyslexia 

and how to adjust FL programmes to the needs of learners with dyslexia.  
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The great majority of the trainees were highly satisfied with the organization of the training event 

and in their comments they admitted they valued highly good organization, communication with the 

organizers, professionalism and profound knowledge of the trainers who trainees described as highly 

qualified and helpful.  

The following points illustrate the key reflections. Trainees admitted that:   

 

 the course was very useful and gave them a lot of theory and practice The best 

teacher training I have ever participated in   

 the lecturers were excellent and well prepared and also hospitable and helpful 

 afternoon sessions were well organised and gave them a proper break from daily 

sessions which were very intensive in both the load of material gained but also in a 

quantity of the material to master for the next day 

 tasks completed allowed them to reflect on their own teaching as well as share their 

experience with teachers from other countries, teaching at other institutions 

 participants spoke highly about learning things that were new to them  

 

In the additional comments, trainees gave suggestions for improvement in the organisation of the 

learning event. They suggested that: 

 

 they would appreciate even more practical activities which they could immediately 

use in their own classes with their students 

 it would be better if the course lasted more than just a five days so they would have 

fewer sessions per day and therefore more time to study 

 quizz tasks were a challenge, therefore they would like more time to study the 

material before taking the quizzes 

 

The great majority of repondents agreed that the course they completed fully met their expectations 

in terms of course content and structure and that there was a proper balance between theory and 

practice. The following points illustrate their comments:  

  

 they would wish for the course to last longer so more time could be devoted to 

studying It would have been better to have two extra days for the course in order 

to process more adequately what we heard in the workshops and also study more 

during the afternoons 
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 having attended the course they feel motivated and ready to help their learners 

with dyslexia and to accomodate for their learners  

 unit quizzes gave the participants a lot of stress as they felt they needed more 

time to prepare 

 

In the third part of the feedback quesionnaire participants were asked which course sessions were 

useful or not for them, whether they would be able to use the knowledge they gained in the course 

in their work. In the final question, participants were asked to give their suggestions for improving 

the organization of the training event and for improving the DysTEFL course. All of the questions in 

this part required open-ended responses.  

 

For most of the participants all of the sessions were useful for their teaching context. The following 

quotes illustrate their comments:  

 

  All of the workshops were very informative; All of them;  

 All sesions were equally important and relevant to my teaching context;  

 All - they were very informative, useful, to the point, interesting, challenging, 

balanced, and the trainers were professionals. The content of the course and the 

organisation was really worth attending it;  

 Of course a theoretical part was crucial to understand the phenomenon of dyslexia in 

the classroom context but I find practical tips the most useful, especially those 

concerning reading, writing, speaking and listening skills because I can implement 

them during my lessons. You may know how to repair a car but without tools you can 

do nothing). 

  

Some trainees valued particular sessions higher than other sessions (Classroom accommodations for 

foreign language learners with dyslexia,  Techniques for teaching vocabulary and grammar,  Specific 

learning difficulties associated with dyslexia). Other trainees gave the number of the course unit they 

found the most useful for their future work. (sessions 2,3,4,6,7; All of them were useful but especially 

units 1, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10).  

 

Equally, most participants could not find a session that they did not find useful or informative. In 

their comments the most frequent one was: None; Other sample comments:  
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 The theoretical and practical parts were very well connected; so I think all parts 

are essential. 

 I can't say because I enjoyed each one of them 

 I found all course sessions useful. 

 No such sessions. 

 It's difficult to say  because I need everything 

 
All of the trainees stated that they would be able to use the knowledge and skills they gained in the 

future. Teachers who work at primary or secondary schools admitted that they will be able to use the 

knowledge in their daily work with learners with dyslexia. Trainees who are university lecturers or 

school advisors are going to include the material by incorporating it into the methodology module of 

university courses or by organizing workshop sessions for EFL teachers. In their comments they 

admitted:  

 

 I will be able to use the knowledge acquired during DysTEFL 2 as now I am more 

aware of strengths and weaknesses of dyslexic students. I will also be able to 

design materials for them and modify lesson plans so as to help SpLD students. 

 Certainly. The knowledge we gained about phonological awareness and the 

activities suggested will definitely be used in my classes when I teach phonics to 

my young students. 

 Yes, most of the practical tasks will be easy to adapt in my classrooms and I will 

be able to pass the knowledge to my colleagues, students and parents.   

 Yes, I would like to use gained knowledge especially during extra lessons with 

weaker students by preparing additional tasks which aim to raise their 

phonological awareness. Moreover, I'd like to follow the rules connected with 

preparing and assessing tests. 

 The course will help me with being more fair towards all my students - I will look 

again and redesign my tests; I will try to accommodate various activities we use 

in the classroom and take greater care preparing new materials; I will persuade 

some parents to see specialists as early as possible and not to wait until their 

children are 10; I will use more multisensory techniques... 

 Yes, incorporating content into methodology courses at university; applying tasks 

and modifications in primary, lower secondary contexts. 
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 Yes, I will implement theory into the syllabus of Methodology course. I will acquire 

workshop for in-service teachers cooperating with the college in the next 

academic year. 

 Yes, I have a broader picture of how to work with students of special needs. I 

know how to adjust exercises and how to assess knowledge in a more student 

friendly way. 

 Yes, I have new materials and strategies to use in my classroom. I found out many 

practical and simple accommodations to use when back to work. 

 Yes, definitely. I am looking forward to disseminating this knowledge and pass it 

on to my colleagues through seminars and workshops 

 

 

In the last question, trainees gave their suggestions about how to improve the Short Term Joint Staff 

training event. Participants spoke highly about the event and most of them admitted that the event 

fully met their expectations and that they would recommend the course to other teachers. In their 

comments they admitted:  

  

 I think there is a growing need for such intensive training sessions and events so I 

am waiting for the next one :) 

 I think the organization was wonderful and I was amazed at the amount of work 

done by everyone! Congratulations! 

 Teachers need more of such events! 

 I don't think there's anything to improve; the organisers took all our comments 
into consideration and they adapted the course to our daily needs. Thank you for 
doing that. 
 

In their additional suggestions on how to improve the organization of the learning event, most of the 

participants suggested extending the time of the event  into more days so that they could have more 

time  to read through the materials they received in the sessions and prepare for the unit quizzes and 

the whole course test at the end of the training.  

 

3.2 Conclusions from trainers’  responses 
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The research findings and conclusions are based on quantitative and qualitative data coming from 

trainer responses. There were 16 responses collected from trainers who came from project partner 

countries  as well as from other countries that is United Kingdom, Cyprus and Germany. 

 

All of the trainers  were fully satisfied with the organization of the event, the training materials, the 

event venue and the facilities chosen by the organizers.  

 

In the second part of the questionnaire,  the trainers were asked to rate on a scale 1- 5 and give their 

opinion about the DysTEFL2 course materials they worked with that is notes for the trainer, the 

content, the proper balance between practical and theoretical components. All of the trainers rated 

their choice highly which indicates that they were fully satisfied with the course content and 

structure, the materials they received as trainers. The trainers strongly agreed that the tasks 

prepared encouraged the participants to reflect on their teaching and that there was a good balance 

between practice and theory. 

 

In their additional comments, trainers admitted the events were well organized: I think the 

organisers were perfect. They did their best to accommodate everyone's needs and wishes in the best 

possible way. I am very happy I was part of this event.  

In their suggestions for improving the Short Term Joint Staff training event trainers stated that more 

time should be allowed for the participants to study the material they discuss during daily sessions 

and possibly extend the organization into more days: Spread the 5 intensive days over a longer period 

of time (eg once a month). Looking at the event agenda and project requirements of the intensive 

training programme within the scope of Erasmus Plus, it would be rather impossible to extend the 

programme and the event into more days.  

 

 

3.3. Conclusions from participants of Massive Open Online Course 

 

Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) was organized in two editions (2015 and 2016) by Lancaster 

University and the FutureLearn platform in association with DysTEFL2 project. The course was mainly 

based on the DysTEFL materials, it gathered more than 18 000 registered participants, with about 

10 000 actively participating in the course. 

In the feedback sample that the DysTEFL2 partnership received from the MOOC course organizers in 

the form of open- ended comments, participants were fully satisfied with the course, its materials 
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and the training they received. In their comments they admitted that the taking part in the course 

allowed them to change their attitude towards learners with dyslexia a lot and raised their 

awareness about this specific learning difference and the difficulties that learners with dyslexia have 

while learning a foreign language. It gave them the opportunity to gain new knowledge about 

dyslexia and the skills to adapt tasks, materials to the needs of their learners. 

Some sample comments from MOOC course participants: 

 

 ‘This course has been fantastic. I had some information and knowledge about 

dyslexia but I find this course interesting. I have learnt a lot of new thing, I feel 

more motivated in my action as a teacher, I have clarified my ideas that 

sometimes were a bit confused. I think I will change something in my teaching 

activity both with students with dyslexia and with the others so that my action 

can be as much inclusive as possible. Thank you.’ 

 ‘Throughout this course, I could be able to identify one of my students as dyslexic, 

which I just had some suspicion about before, to place myself on the side of this 

student by following his pace and making classes more interesting, with more 

figures and less words, for example. Thus, I could check his improvement and 

enjoyment, which makes me be really glad for all the professionals who put effort 

to make this MOOC so useful for teachers like me. Congrats for everyone, 

including who took this MOOC and shared experiences, comments and ideas!’ 

 ‘I am glad that I did this course, as it has given me different strategies and 

activities to put into practice in the classroom. ‘ 

  

 

4. Implications for the project 

 

Having analysed the collected data, the following implications can be drawn: 

 

a. All responses from participants of all 4 Short Term Joint Staff training events confirm that the 

training events were well- organized and well prepared. Repondents commented highly about 

the communications with the organizers, course venues and facilities in each learning event. 

They appreciated the quality of teaching they received and considered the trainers as ‘highly 

qualified and helpful’. Therefore, such training events should continue to be organized in the 

future.  
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b. The updated  DysTEFL2 course materials proved suitable for both in-service teachers, working 

with younger and older learners, university teacher trainers and school advisors, as 

representatives of all these groups took part in the face-to face training events as well as MOOC 

course. The materials proved relevant for EFL teachers from all types of institutions as 

respodents taking part in all modalities of the course admitted they found the course materials 

useful in their teaching context and that they would be able to use the knowledge they gained in 

their further work; ‘I will be able to use the knowledge acquired during DysTELF 2 as now I am 

more aware of strenghts and weaknesses of dyslexic students’; ‘I will organise a training 

programme (online and workshops) that will exploit the online resources of Dystefl-2 and the 

printed materials and will involve the teachers actively in self-reflection and discussion about 

dyslexia and learning differences’; ‘I will implement theory into the syllabus of Methodology 

course. I will acquire workshop for inservice teachers cooperating with the college in the next 

academic year’. Therefore the materials should be further disseminated and exploited in teacher 

training institutions, professional teacher development centres and universities.  

 

c. The types of tasks and materials that were added as a supplement to the DysTEFL course were 

found by the trainees as interesting and relevant to their teaching context.  

Most participants admitted that they found all course sessions/unit equally interesting, useful 

and relevant; ‘all (sessions)- they were very informative, useful, to the point, interesting, 

challenging, balanced, and the trainers were professionals. The content of the course and the 

organisation was really worth attending it’. It is then important to utilize the tasks as they were 

prepared by the DysTEFL2 partnership. This also shows that the content of the course is relevant 

and there are no units or content which is missing or being redundant. 

 

d. In the course of the DysTEFL2 project, the course was supplemented with the battery of quizzes 

to be completed after each course unit or session and the whole course test. A number of 

participants of the learning events found the quizzes challenging and tough to complete in the 

circumstances they found themselves in. Trainees mentioned the intensity and the lenght of the 

daily sessions and claimed they needed more time to study before taking the quizzes. As the 

project requirements of the intensive training programme within the scope of Erasmus Plus did 

not assume more days or more time for this type of the training event it was not possible to plan 

more time for the participants to study and prepare for the daily quizzes. Some of the trainees 

mentioned that ‘there were points in the quiz and test not clear and quite misleading.... . Having 
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found out about that, changes in the wording of some quiz instructions and test tasks themselves 

were introduced before the final learning event in Łódź and before the publication of the 

booklets. 

In such a short, intensive course it is  therefore important to treat the quizzes as a learning 

material, a self-reflection formative assessment tool and not as a form of pure summative 

knowledge measurement.  

 

e. The updated  DysTEFL course materials proved suitable for short term intensive teacher training 

courses but could be used in a longer course as well.  
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Appendices 
 
Appendix 1. Trainee’s feedback form 
 

 DysTEFL2 - Intensive face-to-face teacher training course  

 

Date and place: _________________________________________________ 

Organiser of the event: ___________________________________________ 

 
 
Dear Participant, 
 
Your feedback on the DysTEFL2 teacher development course is very valuable to us. 
Please, complete this questionnaire which asks you questions about the organization of 
this DysTEFL2 intensive teacher training event. 
The feedback questionnaire is anonymous and the information provided in the feedback 
form will be used exclusively for the purposes of the DysTEFL2 project. Your comments 
will help us improve further activities in the scope of the project.  
Thank you.    
 
 
 

 
PARTICIPANT’S FEEDBACK QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
 

1. Please complete the following statements: 
 
a. I teach in … (please give the name of the country) 

b. I teach at... (more than one answer is possible) 

- primary school  □ 

- lower-secondary school  □ 

- upper-secondary school □ 

- college, university □ 

- language school □ 

- other …..  

b.  I have been teaching for.... 

     - less than 2 years □ 

     - 3-5 years  □ 

     - 6-10 years □ 

     - more than 10 years  □ 
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c. I decided to take part in the DysTEFL2 teacher development course because ______ 

    ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 d. I learnt about the DysTEFL2 teacher development course from ______________________ 

     ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Please assess this intensive teacher training event in the table below. 
 

 
Excellent 

Very 
good  

Satisfactory Poor 
Not good 

at all 
Preliminary information 
about the event 

     

Communication with the 
organizers 

     

The overall agenda of the 
course 

     

Training materials       
Pre-course assignments       
Sessions organized after the 
training workshops  

     

The effectiveness of the 
training 

     

Course venue      
Facilities      
Accommodation at the  time 
of the event 

     

 

Additional comments:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. On a scale 1 – 5, please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the 
following statements which refer to the DysTEFL2 teacher training course you 
have just attended: 

 
 

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 
agree 
nor 

disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 
disagree 
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 5 4 3 2 1 

1. The content of the course met my 
expectations. 

 
     

2. The content of the course was 
relevant to my teaching context. 

 
     

3. There was a good balance 
between practical and theoretical 
components. 

 

     

4. Enough time was planned for 
workshop sessions.  

 
     

5. Enough time was planned for 
completing afternoon 
assignments. 

 
         

 
      

       
                    

 

               

 

 
6. The tasks completed in class 

encouraged me to reflect on 
dyslexia and language learning.  

     

7. The trainer was knowledgeable.       

8. The unit quizzes were challenging.        

 
9. The unit quizzes allowed me to 

demonstrate what I learned in the 
sessions. 

     

10. The whole course test allowed me 
to find out how much I learned in 
this course. 

            

 

 

         

 

           

 

             

 

               

 

11. I learnt things that were new to 
me.  

     

 

 

4. Please answer the following questions: 
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a. Which of the course sessions did you find most useful for your teaching context?  

 
............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

b. Which of the course sessions did you find least useful for your teaching context?  
 
............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

c. Will you be able to use the knowledge and skills you gained in this course in the 

future? If yes, please describe how. 

........................................................................................................................................................................................... 

      ............................................................................................................................................................................................ 

      .............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

      ............................................................................................................................................... ............................... 

       

 

d.  What suggestions would you give to the organizers for improving this DysTEFL2 

teacher development event?  

............................................................................................................................. ................................................. 

      .......................................................................................................................................................................... 

      ............................................................................................................................. ............................................. 

      ............................................................................................................................. ............................................. 

 

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THE FEEDBACK QUESTIONNAIRE! 
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Appendix 2. Trainer’s feedback form 

 

DysTEFL2 - Intensive face-to-face teacher training course 

 

Date and place: _________________________________________________ 

Organiser of the event: ___________________________________________ 
 
Dear Trainer, 
 
Your feedback on the DysTEFL2 teacher development course is very valuable to us. 
Please, complete this questionnaire which asks you questions about the organization of 
this DysTEFL2 intensive training event. 
The feedback questionnaire is anonymous and the information provided in the feedback 
form will be used exclusively for the purposes of the DysTEFL2 project. Your comments 
will help us improve further activities in the scope of the project.  
Thank you.    
 
 
 

 
TRAINER’S FEEDBACK QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
 

1. Please complete the following statements: 

 

a. I am a teacher trainer in ______________________________ (please, give the 

name of the country) 

b. I taught the DysTEFL2 teacher development course in __________________ 

(please, give the name of the country) 

 
2. Please assess this intensive teacher training event in the table below: 
 
 
 

 
Excellent 

Very 
good  

Satisfactory Poor 
Not good 

at all 
Preparation of the pre-
course information by the 
organizers 

     

Cooperation with the 
organizers 

     

The instructions and 
guidelines  for the trainers 

     

Training materials       
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Course venue      
Facilities      
Equipment      
Accommodation at the time 
of the event. 

     

 

Additional comments:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. On a scale 1 – 5, please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the 
following statements which refer to the DysTEFL2 teacher training course you 
have just conducted: 

 
 

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 
agree 
nor 

disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 
disagree 

 5 4 3 2 1 

12. The content of the course was 
relevant to the participants’ 
teaching context. 

 

     

13. There was a good balance 
between practical and theoretical 
components. 

 

     

14. Enough time was planned for 
workshop sessions. 

 
     

15. Participants had enough time for 
completing afternoon 
assignments.  
 

            

 

    

         

 

    

           

 

             

 

               

 

16. The tasks completed in class 
encouraged the participants to 
reflect on dyslexia and language 
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learning.  

17. The notes for the trainer were useful 

and clear.  
     

18. The unit quizzes were challenging 
for the participants.   

     

19. The whole course test allowed the 
participants to show what they 
learnt during the course. 

     

 
20. The time allocated for the training 

event was sufficient. 
 

     

21. The meeting room and facilities 
were satisfactory. 

     

 

 

4. Please answer the following questions: 
 
a. Which of the course sessions did the participants find effective and useful for 

their teaching context?  
 
............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

b. Which of the course sessions did the participants find the least useful for their 
teaching context?  
 
............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................................................................   

 

c.  What suggestions  would you give to the organizers for improving this DysTEFL2 

teacher development event?  
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............................................................................................................................. ................................................. 

      ............................................................................................................................. ............................................. 

      ....................................................................................................................................................... ................... 

      .......................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THE FEEDBACK QUESTIONNAIRE! 
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Appendix 3. DysTEFL2 – Single unit – self-study feedback questionnaire 
 

DysTEFL2 – Single unit - self-study feedback questionnaire – online course 

 

 
Dear Participant, 
 
Your feedback on the DysTEFL2 teacher development course is very valuable to us. 
Please, complete this questionnaire which asks you questions about the content of the 
unit you have just worked on. 
The feedback questionnaire is anonymous and the information provided in the feedback 
form will be used exclusively for the purposes of the DysTEFL2 project.   
Thank you.    
 
 
 

 
PARTICIPANT’S FEEDBACK QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
 

1. Please complete the following statements: 
 
a. I am… 

- training to be a teacher  □ 

- an EFL teacher  □ 

      b.   I am…  

             - male □ 

           - female  □ 

c. My age is  ……  

- 25 years and below □ 

- 26 - 34 years □ 

- 35 – 45 years □ 

- 46 and above □ 

             

d. My highest level of education completed is … 

- Secondary School □ 

- Bachelor’s Degree □ 

- Master’s Degree □ 

- PhD □ 
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- Other ……… (please specify) 

e. I teach in … (please give the name of the country) 

f. I teach at... (more than one answer is possible) 

- primary school  □ 

- lower-secondary school  □ 

- upper-secondary school □ 

- college, university □ 

- language school □ 

- other …..  

g.  I have been teaching for.... 

     - less than 2 years □ 

     - 3-5 years  □ 

     - 6-10 years □ 

     - more than 10 years  □ 

 
 

 

 
2. On a scale 1 – 5, please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the 

following statements which refer to the DysTEFL2 unit you worked on: 
 
 

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 
agree 
nor 

disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 
disagree 

 5 4 3 2 1 

1. The content of the unit met my 
expectations. 

 
     

2. The content of the unit was 
relevant to my teaching context. 

 
     

3. The tasks completed in this unit 
encouraged me to reflect on 
dyslexia and language learning.  
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4. Model answers were 
comprehensive.  

     

5. Online materials were easy to 
access. 

     

6. It was easy to navigate through the 
unit. 

     

7. The unit quiz was challenging.        

8. The unit quiz allowed me to verify 
what I learned in this unit. 

     

9. There was a good balance between 
theoretical and practical tasks.  

     

10. I learnt things that were new to 
me.  

     

11. I can use what I learnt in this unit 
with my learners with dyslexia. 

     

 

 

3. Please answer the following questions: 
 

a. Which task in this unit did you find most useful for your teaching context? 
Why? 

 
............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

b. Which task in this unit did you find least useful for your teaching context? 
Why? 

 
............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 
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.............................................................................................................................................................................................     

 

c. I decided to take part in this online self-study DysTEFL2 teacher 

development course because  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

d. I learnt about the DysTEFL2 teacher development course from 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

e. Additional comments 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................................................................     

 

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THE FEEDBACK QUESTIONNAIRE! 
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Appendix 4. DysTEFL2 – Whole course self-study feedback 
questionnaire 
 
 

DysTEFL2 – Whole course self-study feedback questionnaire –online course 

 

 

Dear Participant, 
 
Your feedback on the DysTEFL2 teacher development course is very valuable to us. 
Please, complete this questionnaire which asks you questions about the content of the 
course you have just worked on. 
The feedback questionnaire is anonymous and the information provided in the feedback 
form will be used exclusively for the purposes of the DysTEFL2 project.   
Thank you.    
 
 

 
PARTICIPANT’S FEEDBACK QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
 

1.Please complete the following statements: 
 

a. I am …. 

-  training to be a teacher □ 

-  an EFL teacher □ 

b. I am … 

- male □ 

- female □ 

c. My age is …. 

- 25 years and below □ 

- 26 - 34 years □ 

- 35 – 45 years □ 

- 46 and above □ 

      

d. My highest level of education completed is … 

- Secondary School □ 

- Bachelor’s Degree □ 

- Master’s Degree □ 

- PhD □ 
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- Other ……… (please specify) 

e. I teach in … (please give the name of the country) 

f. I teach at... (more than one answer is possible) 

- primary school  □ 

- lower-secondary school  □ 

- upper-secondary school □ 

- college, university □ 

- language school □ 

- other …..  

g.  I have been teaching for.... 

      - I have no teaching experience 

     - less than 2 years □ 

     - 3-5 years  □ 

     - 6-10 years □ 

     - more than 10 years  □ 

 
 

 

 
2. On a scale 1 – 5, please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the 

following statements which refer to the DysTEFL2 unit you worked on: 
 
 

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 
agree 
nor 

disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 
disagree 

 5 4 3 2 1 

1. The content of the course met my 
expectations. 

 
     

2. The content of the course was 
relevant to my teaching context. 

 
     

3. I found the course units 
interesting. 
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4. The units completed in this course 
encouraged me to reflect on 
dyslexia and language learning.  

     

5. There was a good choice of tasks 
across course units.  

     

6. Model answers in the course units 
were comprehensive.  

     

7. Online materials were easy to 
access. 

     

8. It was easy to navigate through 
the course units. 

     

9. The whole course test was 
challenging.   

     

10.  Unit quizzes were relevant.      

11. The whole course test allowed me 
to verify what I learned in this 
course. 

     

12. There was a good balance 
between theoretical and practical 
tasks in the course units.  

     

13. I learnt things that were new to 
me.  

     

14. I can use what I learnt in this 
course with my learners with 
dyslexia. 

     

 

 

3.  Please answer the following questions: 
 

a. Which unit/units in this DysTEFL2  course did you find most useful for 
your teaching context? Why? 

 
............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 
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............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

b. Which unit/units in this DysTEFL2 course did you find least useful for 
your teaching context? Why? 

 
............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................................................................     

 

c. I decided to take part in this online self-study DysTEFL2 teacher 

development course because  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

d. I learnt about the DysTEFL2 teacher development course from 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

e. Additional comments 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................................................................     

 

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THE FEEDBACK QUESTIONNAIRE! 
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